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Sultan of Delhi, promulgated a decree that there should be
no interference with Hindu religious festivals. With the
passage of time and the establishment of new kingdoms,
the forces of toleration gained in strength. There were
occasional lapses and we read of incidents which shock our
modern susceptibilities, but by and large, there was accom-
modation among men of different faiths. Maintenance of
law and order was the main task of administration. As
long as the king was benevolent and possessed military skill,
his kingdom flourished.

In discussing the Muslim rulers of India, we must remem-
ber that the Muslims came in succeeding waves. They
were in most cases armies of fighting men who did not bring
their women with them and took local wives- Again, in
many cases the alternatives for Indian prisoners of war
were permanent slavery or acceptance of Islam. These
facts combined with active proselytisation led to the growth
of a sizable Muslim population in the course of a few cen-
turies. Hindu social customs were also responsible for the
growth in the number of Muslims. Those who were low in
the social scale found in Islam an opportunity to assert
their dignity. The more sensitive among the socially
privileged were often attracted by its democratic appeal.
Besides, Hindu society looked askance at released prisoners
of war and they often had no option but to join the Muslim
fold. Such large-scale absorption of Hindus slowly changed
the character of Muslim society. Even those who had origi-
nally come from outside gradually came to look upon them-
selves as Indians. There were many instances where the
.Muslims and Hindus of India combined to resist a Muslim
invader from outside.

The real consolidation of Muslim power in India was
achieved only after Babar won an empire at Panipat in
1526. Unlike some of the earlier conquerors, he had very
definite ideas about the rights and duties of kingship.
As a descendant of Timur and Chengiz, he claimed the